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«OPTNION IN THE CAPITAL"—IN-
TEAVIEW WITH SENATOR DODD
. Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, on Sun-
v . .~ day, Maerch 14, 1965, the regular “Opin-
’ jon in the Capital” program, originating
.1 on channei 5, in Washington, D.C., car-
. ried o interview with the distinguished
" . senior Senator from Connecticut [Mr.
...~ Doppl, by Mark Evans, vice president for
- public affairs for Mctromedia, Inc., and
Jack Bell, chief Senate correspondent of
' the Associated Press. ]
.1 watched the program, personally,
and was once agaln impressed by the
calm and knowledgeable manner in
.. - which the Senator from Connecticut dis-
T I>™7 penses common sense on many of the
. major issues of our day, particularly the
=% situation in Vietnam, concerning which
' - the Senator from Connecticut has spoken
-*% g0 eloquently and wisely on the floor of
* " the Senate of the United States,

. opportunity to view this program, Mr.
v4. . <. President, I ask unanimous consent that
- = @ transeript of the interview be printed

7577 in the REGORD. | ' 5
-view was ordered to be printed in
. RECORD, as follows: .

' OPINION XN THE CAPITAL
(Produced by Florence Lowe, & Metropolitan
- Broadcasting television production, 8
p.m., March 14, 1965) L
Guest: Senator THoMaS Dopp, Democrat,
_of Connecticut. :

Reporters: Mark Evans, vice president for
. public affaira for Metromedia, Inc., Jack
Bell, chief Senate correspondent, Associated
7. Press. .

; Mr. Evang. Jack, with a man with as many
" varled interests as Senator Dopp, I'm sure
. 'we're in for s windfall. Why don’t you begin?
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- Mr. BEun, Senator, are you prepared to go
a5 far as the President as supggested in his
. messege on crime in dealing with this gun
© situation? .
. Senator Dobp. Yes, I am now,
. * out with just handguns. That's what I
. originally proposed. I then amended it to
- Include the lonz gun: the rifle, the shotgun.
.+ I'm now prepared to say “Let's bar all mall-
1 order traffic in guns,” Because the situation
-+ has worsened progressively. I say we're at a
- ﬁolnt where we ought to put an end to all of
Mr. Evans, You've been & “John the Bap-
. ‘tist" sort of fellow, crying in the wilderness
. for a long time, Senator. Did you se¢ll the
© President on the idea?
-.. Senator Dooo, No, no. ‘I wish I could take
- credit for that. I do feel that our commit-
tee did some educational work generally with
the public: we held hearings: we conducted
_investigations: the staff did a great amount
. of work, and all of this, I hope, contributed
to the President's better understanding of
. the menace we're facing. . )
. Mr. Bsun. Senstor, you're a hunter. Is this
© going to affect hunters materially? :
: Senator Doop, No. 'You're quite right, I've
becn a huuter, I own guns., I'm hot agninst
- legitimate sports activity I'm for it. But I
\ Eco nothing in this proposal or the bifl which
,I've tntroduced, which will in
- pale the legitimate sporteman,, -
SRR T ) WNARCOTICS < i ... ooy,
. "+ My, Bvans. Many of theso bills'that you'vée-
- - beon fostering for a long time now Senator
.. . . . RS ) 4 . . - "“
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For those who may not have had an

There being no objection, the inters.

any way, im-’

| are coming to the floor and it looks as though
| something might happen. The House, last

week, passed & unanimous decision on the
.| “goofball” Dbill which has been very much
in your mind. Are you expecting success
on this too?

Senator Doop. Oh sure. The Senaté passed
that bill last year unanimously. It was
the bill I introduced in the Senate, Con-
gressmnan HaRRIS took 1t up in the Houso, did
a good job with it. No one deserves any
particular credit, These things only needed
_emphasis, education, as far as the pubile
.was concerned, They necded to be done,

and they are getting dons,

. Mr. EVANS. There has been much said in

the past, of the British system in sllocating
" narcotics. I know that you've studied this
- long and hard, Do you have any feelings

.on the British system? Does it have any-

thing in its favor?

Senator Doop. I have this feeling. I think
that we should really take the approach that

. they do with respect to the narcotic addict. I -
think he's truly a sick man,  Some of them-

. get into criminal activities and this has to

be dealt with separately., But, generally they”

ought to be viewed as i1l people.

Mr. BELL. What about the problem of marl- .

_huana as far as young people are concerned?

Senator Doop. I think we're right about
marihuana, There's a big argument.about
_this I know. There are those who say there is
“nothing really addictive about it. That it's
just & step beyond tobacco or something of

that sort. The best information I get is-

that this is not so. That it Is addictive, that

" $lons—more gerjous.- Like heroin, -

Mr, Brrn. Is there anything about mari- .
huana that’s been ofliclal—that we neecd it m-.

© & “drug” sense? E
Senator DobpD,
. know of any.
Mr. Bvans, You sald that these people are
- slck, Senator. Do you mean by that that
these people should be able to go to the drug
store with a doctor's prescription and be——
- Senator Dopp. That’s what the British do.
I have some misgivings about that in our so~
clety. There are differences in our soclety
and the British—the British police officer
doesn't carry a gun. I can't imagine what
.would happen in thls country if we took
guns away from all our police officers. They
seem to do better with some things—maybe
they can do better with—for some reasons I
- can't describe, I don't know. - :

Not that I .know of. I- don't

But, it scems for us, ahyway, unwise to me

to allow the narcotic addict to get a prescrip-
tion, go in and take care of his habii in
that -way. I'd rather see them hospitalized,

‘treated, eased back into life through the use

of stopover houses. I think there are a lot
of things we can do short of allowing them
to get drugs freely. )
. - T VIETNAM B
.. Mr, BELL. Senator, I'd like to geb Into Viet-
nam at this point: You've recently made &

. strong statement in the Senate in favor of |

. President Johnson's course there. Since you
_ made that statement that war has been even

more escalated. Do you favor a continuation ~

. of the cscalation of that war? .
. Benator Doop, I sald on other occasions,
.Jack, and I'll repeat it here. I'm not a mill-
_tary man.
question of that kind. I think that really is
~8 question that the President can answer
" after consulting with his top military tech-
niclans and strategists. I think it's fair to
point out that the escalation Hhsn’t:been
initiated by us. It's the Communists that
. have escalated the war, What do we do to
cause them to withdraw from thelr aggres-
ston in ‘Vietnam?  Well, the President ob-
«viously feels that we have got to give them

some -of .the same medicine they've been

dishing ‘out to the free Vietnamese. ‘How
tauch—how far? I truly-dont know the

-ation,
-Cornmunists, all add up to me, t0 an un-
‘llkellhood that they would toke us on if I

" freedom and we've got to take some of thoso -

it {s damaging, that it leads to other addic-:

- staff people.

- mentionad any names but in personal con-

It's difficult for me to answer &

“‘opinion of General Taylor,

answer to that. I suppose the President
would say a5 much as it takes to gzet them
to cease and desist from their anggression,
subversion, infiltration.

Mr. Evans, From your specech, Senntor, I

. get the feeling you feel the Red Chinese will

not come to the ald of the North Vietnamese
with troops. You also pointed out that they
are too vulncrable on the coast with their
industrial clties. ..

Senator Doop. This 1s a risked judpgment.
‘Who can say? It seems that way to me from
all I can learn about their situation——thelr
geographical situation, their economic situ~
thelr differcnces with the Moscow

may put it that way in an all-out struggle.
I don't think that will happen, but I could
be proved wrong in the next minute. You've
got to take risks in life—you've got to take
risks to protect freedom. We can't just sit
back and worry all the time, “If we do this,
that will happen to us"—get into a state of
do-nothingism. I think all of life is risks—

risks. . o
Mr., Bern, You made the point in your, &
speech that our intelligence is not very gooda -

fn South Vietnam. How are we going to ™ .

know when the point has been reached where -

the Communists are about to give up, or are -

at least in retreat?

Sennator Doon. I guess again, that we would -
hear through so-called neutral sourccs,
friends, I assume, I'm confident that those
channels are open. ‘When they are ready to
say *uncle” we'll hear it loud and clear. Will
we see 1t in the military sense? I suppose s50. °
I think we ought to know the result of their

reprisals on our attacks—economlc centers, - -

military centers. I think we ought to know

that. I think we ought to hear—I hope our .-

intellipence improves and I think it i8 im-
proving. I think it’s better than it was, from -
what I'm told.

Mr. Evans. I think one of the most en-

lightened statements in your specch {8 where :

you indicated that one of our problems has

*been a rotation of our own leadership and

you also polnted out that in the 5 yenrs,

there have been 10 or 12 topflight men who- .-
-have made real inroads, friendshipwise, with -~

the political leaders, religious leaders, and
military leaders and you're going to write a
letter to the President urging that these 10 .
or 12 men be sent back there to see if we
could bind all the forces together. Have you
done that? ' N
Senator Dopp, Yes, I wrote to the Presi-
dent—I have also talked to some of his top
The President has written back
and answered my letter, He sald in effect,
ho thought there was something to it. He
was looking into it and éo on, I think it

received consideration and is receiving con- -

sideration. In:the letter, I don't think I

versation I did. I don't want to do that
here because 1t won’t be falr to those Indi-
viduals., Sometimes I find that there are

" personality conflicts and this s the most
., regrettable thing of all.
- tho stakes are 50 high that we can’t afford

It seems to mo that

to dwell on personalities and their difficul-

', tles. If there are more than two involved -

it seems to me they ought to bo able to sub-

A

merge what personal differences they have. ~ ’

If competence of an unusual character s in-
volved and.1t Is In some 'of these people, they
ought to go back, and they want to go back, °

Mr. BeLt. One of your colleagues, Senator

“Young of Ohlo, called for the replacement of

General Taylor as our nmbassador.. Are you

satisfied with Taylor operations there? .
Senator Dopp,.Yes, I have a very high

I thtnk he's a

wonderful man. I. don't know him  well

. Teally, but T've observed him at commitiee
. Henrings 'and
: C e

Ive had & few

L0y

contaots with
. " . ‘ﬁ
"...“.‘ EERP - ERA
- .

Lt et
N -

' Sanitized < Approved For Release’; GIA:RDP7S-00149R000200320034-1. " -

PR e
«

¥ M '

|

)

+ and they could be helpful if they wont back, - )



